23 August 2007

(wayne.butler@truth.co.nz)

Wayne Butler

Editor

NZ Truth

Dear Mr Butler,

I write on behalf of the National Party Leader John Key in relation to the article which appeared on the front page of your newspaper, the NZ Truth on August 23.

Firstly, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that neither your newspaper, nor the author, Mr Jock Anderson, contacted me or Mr Key’s office in relation to the allegations made about Mr Key.

Had the author contacted Mr Key or one of his staff, your newspaper would have learned that the Earl of Auckland company has had zero involvement in the leaky apartments issue cited. 

In fact, the only shared interest between the Earl of Auckland and the two businessmen mentioned in your story is the joint ownership of one Auckland building, which is not subject to any leaky building claim.
Furthermore, the leaky buildings at the centre of your story were built four years before John Key entered into a completely separate, and unrelated arrangement with Mr Leuschke and Mr Cooper.

Had Mr Anderson, or your newspaper, contacted Mr Key or his office, we would have set the record straight. The fact you did not contact Mr Key or his office for comment, in my view, is a serious breach of the requirement for the news media to approach stories in a fair and balanced way.   

Your story and headline clearly infers Mr Key is involved in the business which is involved in the leaky buildings issue.  He is not, and has never been.
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23 August 2007

Wayne Butler

Given this clear breach of journalistic standards, I look forward to hearing from you about possible remedies.

Yours sincerely

Kevin Taylor

Chief Press Secretary

Office of the Leader of the Opposition   
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