
Victims of Crime
NATIONAL’S PLAN

1.	 Compensating Victims

•	 Establish a Victim Compensation Scheme (VCS) 	

	 funded by a levy - envisaged to be $50 - on all	

	 offenders at sentencing. The VCS will help 	

	 victims with one-off expenses not covered by 	

	 ACC or other state help.

•	 Redirect any unclaimed money in the Victims 	

	 Claims Trust Account into the VCS.

2.	 Improving Services for Victims

•	 Establish a Victims Services Centre within the 	

	 Ministry of Justice to co-ordinate agencies that 	

	 deal with victims and help Victim Support. The 	

	 Victims Services Centre will administer the VCS.

•	 Upgrade the Victim Notification Register to 	

	 better inform and protect victims. This will allow 	

	 victims to be on an “active” register, which will 	

	 notify them of developments relating to their 	

	 case, or on a “silent” register, for those who 	

	 don’t want further involvement, but which will 	

	 ensure offenders are not paroled to live nearby.

3.	 Enhancing Victims’ Rights

Review the Victims’ Rights Act 2002. We want 

to enhance victims’ rights and access to support 

services, such as strengthening the ability to make a 

victim impact statement without censorship.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

WATCH	 › John Key’s video journal

READ 	 › John Key’s Speech to the Sensible Sentencing 	
	   Trust’s Victims Conference

SEE 	 › Our web page on Justice - Law & Order.
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PUTTING VICTIMS FIRST

Victims of crime have been neglected for too long. 

It’s time we gave them the support they deserve.

National wants to eliminate the all-too-frequent 

horror stories where victims are forced to re-live a 

traumatic event simply because the system has been 

deficient or has let them down, and where it seems 

offenders are getting a better deal than victims.

Under a National-led government, victims will 

have their rights and support greatly expanded. 

We will put victims first by establishing a Victim 

Compensation Scheme, improving the services that 

victims receive, and enhancing victims’ rights.

Our plan for victims is part of our comprehensive 

law and order package.

OUR PRINCIPLES

•	 Putting victims at the centre of the justice 	

	 system.

•	 Tough on Crime.

POLICY 2008: LAW & ORDER
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