Sport for young Kiwis: A National priority

Backgrounder

Kids’ participation in sport and activity is declining

· Research shows that one in three Kiwis kids are obese or overweight.
[1] 
· Between 2000 and 2007 total participation in secondary school sport only rose 1.7%.  Over the same period, the national secondary school roll increased by 10%.
[2] 
· More than 16,000 secondary school students played cricket in 2001.  Last year it was only 13,000.
[3] 
· In 2006, after-school sport for children in Otahuhu collapsed.  The suburb’s five decile-1 primary schools stopped organising sports at a local recreation centre because families couldn’t afford the fee increase from $2 a head for each game to $4-$5 a head.
[4]
Labour’s approach

· Labour has overseen at least eight programmes and campaigns to improve eating and physical activity habits.  These include:

1. Push Play
[5]



2. Mission On
[6]
3.   Healthy Eating, Healthy Action
[7]        
4. He Oranga Poutama
[8]
5.
Sportfit
[9]



6. Active Schools
[10]
      7.   Active Movement
[11]                             8. Active Communities
[12]
· Examples of initiatives under the ‘Mission On’ campaign: 
· Youth website launched by the Prime Minister and Minister of Sport on 19 February 2008.
[13].  It includes games such as “Cool Moves”.
[14] 
· State sector ‘activity plans’. This work is detailed as part of ‘Initiative 5’ of ‘Mission On’: “This work has commenced with a baseline questionnaire and organisational audit of the Ministry of Health and Sparc in terms of the opportunities and barriers to incorporating physical activity and healthy nutrition decisions.  This data will provide a means to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the programme and inform its development.” 
[15]  

· Examples of initiatives under the ‘Active Schools’ campaign.  Described in described in point four, phase one of the “Active Schools Current Strategies” are: 
· A music CD with ‘seven funky tracks for classroom use’.
[16] 

· A CD Rom with ‘interactive ideas and options for physical activity’
[17]
Sport and Recreation New Zealand (Sparc)

	Sparc Budget
[18]

	
	2008/2009
	2009/2010
	2010/2011
	TOTAL

	Core crown funding
	73.159
	64.579
	63.277
	201.015

	Contracts (Ministries of Health & Education, Pharmac)
	6.056
	5.933
	5.933
	17.922

	NZ Lottery Grants Board
	30.890
	30.890
	30.890
	92.69

	Other
	1.45
	1.45
	1.45
	4.35

	TOTAL
	111.555
	102.852
	101.550
	315.957


· Staffing:  86 full-time staff
[19] in 2007, including: 
· 14 employees being paid more than $150,000 a year 
· 47 employees being paid more than $100,000 a year:
[20]
· Almost a third of the funding Sparc receives, $35 million, goes towards internal costs associated with running Sparc and on developing programmes and social marketing campaigns.  This spending is defined in two categories: 
· ‘Sparc costs’ $6.940m.
[21]  These are described in the Sparc annual report as, “those internal costs associated with running Sparc”.  This does not include “personnel and other operating costs directly attributable to the delivery of Sparc’s programmes”. 
[22] 
· ‘Programme support’: $27.607 million.  Described in the Sparc Annual Report as, “those internal costs associated with running Sparc”. 
[23]  
· Website:
[24]  
· In 2008/2009, Sparc will spend $5.5 million on its website. 
· Between 2006 and 2010, Sparc will spend $11.5 million on its website.
[25] 
· That is enough to give almost $6,000 worth of sporting equipment to each of the 1,922
[26] primary schools in New Zealand.
[27] 
· Or to buy a decent cricket set for every family in Waitakere City.
[28]
o        The money Sparc designates for sports clubs doesn’t come in the form of direct grants.
[29]  In their words, “Sparc's investment approach means we don't provide grants to organisations or individuals. Instead, we establish partnerships with organisations …to help us achieve our aims.”

· Some of it is spent on ‘capability development’,
[30] for example: 
· Reports for sports clubs.
[31] 
· A web link to purchase a $44 book on “Winning the red tape game”.
[32]
· Sparc commissions research. For example,  A 2006 it funded a study into volunteers
[33], that recommended: 
· “Organisations with Maori sport volunteers should value this group orientation and take note of the need to build relationships.”
[34] 
· “Organisations should not underestimate the power of asking someone to volunteer.”
[35] 
· “Included in an organisation’s recruitment strategy should be an ‘asking’ strategy.”
[36]
· Sparc oversees the development of multiple strategies.
[37] 
· It has invested financially in the development of 33 regional and district strategies numbering 1330 pages in total.
[38]
· Sparc funds provided to clubs are often delivered through a selection process designed to pick projects that meet “Sparc’s vision”.
[39]  Sparc invests in each regional sports trust (RST} using a population-based formula and also provides further investment for targeted initiatives such as Green Prescription, CoachForce, He Oranga Poutama, Active Movement, Active Schools and Sportfit.
Case study: “Healthy Eating, Healthy Action” (HeHa)

	Funds allocated to “Healthy Eating, Healthy Action”
[40]

	Financial year
	Implementation plan ($m)
	HeHa Plan ($m)
	TOTAL ($m)

	2007/2008
	12.45
	19.033
	31.48

	2008/2009
	12.75
	19.033
	31.78

	2009/2010
	12.75
	19.033
	31.78

	2010/2011
	12.75
	19.033
	31.78

	2010/2011
	12.75
	19.033
	31.78

	TOTAL
	63.45
	95.17
	158.6


Official Information Act requests reveal HeHa expenditure for the following DHBs. 

Lakes District Health Board:  2006/2007 expenditure was $231,550.  Of this, $41,550 was spent on “Leadership and coordination of the start of the HEHA project, including employment of a project manager and outsourced work to establish baseline Stocktake information of nutrition and physical activity in the Lakes district”.  $80,000 was spent on “employment of a part-time FTE to investigate and begin implementation of HeHa within Lakes District Health Board (e.g. set up of nutrition policy etc)”.  $110,000 was spent on ‘Community Outcomes Bay of Plenty HeHa initiative.  This involved 21 local COBOP organisations across the wider Bay of Plenty in workplace wellness stocktakes and initiatives.”
[41]
Counties Manukau District Health Board: The 2007/2008 HeHa Operational Plan includes funding of $841,912, of this $136,190 will be spent on leadership and co-ordination, $150,000 on social marketing and $220,000 on evaluation of initiatives.
[42]  So far 20 “nutrition” grants have been approved, including $2417 for “Equipment for Cooking Club / Demo”, $5000 for “Café equipment / Start up” and $2000 for “Equipment for improved food provision”.

 Capital Coast DHB:  of $1.36 million in HeHa initiatives, $136,190 will be spent on leadership and co-ordination/project management, $36,991 on communications and $95,000 on an education co-ordinator.  Grants awarded included $1,300 to a school for a ‘worm farm, garden, puzzles’
[43] 
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